
Keller, Timothy. The Reason for God: Belief 
in an Age of Skepticism. New York: Dutton, 
2008. 
 

By Rodney Shaw 
© 2008 Rodney Shaw 
 

 

 

 

 

The Reason for God is a contemporary defense of the Christian faith. The book is a product of 

the author’s experience as a pastor dealing with New Yorkers who do not believe in God or who 

question some of the basic tenets of Christianity. Timothy Keller is the founding pastor of 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, a congregation in Manhattan with nearly 

6,000 regular attendees and numerous daughter churches. Since Keller’s work is rooted in his 

work as a pastor, he deals with real questions that he has faced in a ministry context, and this 

makes the book very accessible for pastors. Further, Keller comes from a conservative, 

Protestant position, upholding “the infallibility of the Bible, the deity of Christ, the necessity of 

spiritual regeneration (the new birth)” (xiv). 

 

The book is written for those who have questions, and this approach significantly shapes the 

book. Though Keller appeals to Scripture, he often deals with logic and philosophy as did Paul 

on Mars Hill, for it is circular reasoning to use a source to prove the validity of that source, at 

least to unbelievers. Keller addresses many of the prevailing objections to Christianity: There 

can’t be just one true religion. How could a good God allow suffering? The Church is 



responsible for so much injustice. How can a loving God send people to hell? Science has 

disproved Christianity? You can’t take the Bible literally. Keller is not as conservative as some 

Oneness Pentecostals would be in their responses to these questions, but he approaches the 

questions conservatively and in a thought-provoking way, especially considering that he is 

addressing unbelievers. 

Keller is well-versed in his arguments and provides a fresh and solid defense of Christianity. He 

interacts with prominent scholars on both sides of the issues including Peter Berger, Dan Brown, 

Richard Dawkins, Stephen J. Gould, Stephen Hawking, C. S. Lewis, Alister McGrath, Robert 

Penrose, Alvin Plantinga, Rodney Stark, N. T. Wright, and several others. Even so, Keller is 

always aware of his audience and does not get bogged down in academic jargon. (I remember 

my unfruitful experience of trying to comprehend Alvin Plantinga’s God, Freedom, and Evil.)  

 

From a Oneness Pentecostal perspective the book has shortcomings. Christianity is defined in 

creedal terms (116), and there is a long discourse on a communitarian model of the Trinity (214). 

However, until a Oneness scholar steps up to the plate and produces a serious work on 

apologetics, we will have to rely on sources like Keller. 


