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If you read a description of Christianity written by a non-Christian or as it may be presented in a 

book on world religions, it is likely that you may not recognize the religion that is described as 

Christianity. It certainly will not be consistent with what someone might deduce from his first 

reading of the New Testament. 

 

So how do we know what to believe when there are so many understandings of Christianity? 

Apostolics can appeal to logic, the authority of Scripture, history, preference for the apostles’ 

teachings and practices, and personal experience. In a previous article we examined the logic of 

what we believe. Let’s now turn to the authority of Scripture. 

 

Most Christians have some claim to apostolic succession; that is, they link their current 

understanding of Christianity to the apostles in one way or another, claiming that their 

understanding of Christianity can be ultimately traced back to the apostles. This is quite 

interesting seeing that some of the conclusions about Christianity are a far cry from what the 

Apostles believed as expressed in their writings. 

 

The apostles left behind three things: the churches that they had founded, instructed, and 



regulated; ministers for the ordering of these churches; and their writings. Accordingly, three 

kinds of succession are possible: (1) ecclesiastical, a church has continued since the beginning; 

(2) episcopal, a line of bishops has continued unbroken from early times; (3) doctrinal, the same 

teaching has continued throughout history. (See Walter A. Elwell, ed., Evangelical Dictionary of 

Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984), “Apostolic Succession,” 73.) 

 

The first two kinds of succession place the authority of the church, and hence its teachings, 

within the church itself or within the ministers of the church. The fatal flaw with these kinds of 

succession is that there is no undisputed, unbroken line of churches or bishops that can be traced 

back to the original churches and bishops. 

 

Even if there were an unbroken succession of churches or bishops, this does not guarantee the 

accuracy of their teachings. While the apostles were still alive, some of the early churches and 

leaders were tangled up in false doctrine, as we can clearly see in the New Testament. 

 

This leaves us with doctrinal succession as the only true apostolic succession. In other words, we 

are connected to the apostles if we teach, preach, and experience the same things that they did. 

The only way this can be measured is by the written record they left behind, Scripture. Hence, 

the Apostolic Pentecostal understanding of Christianity is rooted in a literal understanding 

Scripture. 

 

Scripture has the sole authority in what we believe and teach. Although Scripture must be 

interpreted, it cannot be explained away. It must be accepted as it is, and it bears its own 



authority. The accuracy of our Christianity must be measured by this rule alone. Church 

tradition, councils, and creeds all must be subordinated to Scripture. It is Scripture alone upon 

which we stand. 


