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So how do we know what to believe when there are so many understandings of Christianity? 

Apostolics can appeal to logic, the authority of Scripture, history, preference for the Apostles’ 

teachings and practices, and personal experience. In previous articles we examined the logic of 

what we believe and the authority of Scripture. We will combine history and experience in a 

final article. This article will focus on our preference for the Apostles’ teachings and practices. 

 

Preference for the Apostles’ teachings and practices, along with a literal understanding of 

Scripture, are the principles by which we interpret Scripture. We look back to the biblical text 

and the Apostles, not forward to later understandings. We are not looking for new ways to 

interpret the gospel; rather, we are looking back to the Apostles and seeking to follow their 

example. 

 

The obvious teachings and practices of the Apostles must be emulated today if we are to make 

any serious claim about being connected with them. The early Christians had a conviction that 

the faith was complete as the apostles preached it. They did not see Christianity evolving, but 

rather they understood the faith as something that was fully developed and complete:  

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful 



for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was 

once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 1:3). 

 

Since the Apostles were eyewitnesses of Christ’s ministry, they logically receive preference for 

understanding and implementing the gospel. Further, since the gospel was recorded by the 

Apostles and their close associates, the entire gospel as we have it in Scripture either rises or falls 

on the accuracy and trustworthiness of the Apostles. Even the words of Jesus that we cherish 

were transmitted to us through the apostolic community. Accordingly, we must give preference 

to the apostles or we have no gospel at all. 

 

But we have more than a logical claim to the Apostles’ authority: Christ vested authority in 

them: “He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me” 

(Matthew 10:40). Peter, who was the spokesman for the Apostles on the Day of Pentecost, had 

been given the “keys to the kingdom” by Jesus (Matthew 16:19). By virtue of the message they 

were to preach, Jesus told the Apostles: “Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 

them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained” (John 20:23). 

 

The Apostles obviously understood their responsibility as evidenced by their missionary 

endeavors and martyrdom. Not only so, but they were unified in the gospel message, namely the 

death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, along with the human response to the gospel, 

namely repentance, baptism in Jesus’ name, and receiving the Holy Spirit. Hence, on the Day of 

Pentecost, there was a united presentation of this message by the twelve: “But Peter, standing up 

with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell 



at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words” (Acts 2:14). 

The early church recognized this authority, and so during the early days of the church, “they 

continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 

prayers” (Acts 2:42). While writing about the church, Paul acknowledged the Apostles’ 

authority, declaring that we “are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ himself being the chief corner stone” (Ephesians 2:20). 

 

Jude, the son of Mary and Joseph and half-brother of Jesus Christ, appealed to the authority of 

the apostles: “But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of 

our Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:17). Jude, who did not believe on Jesus Christ during His earthly 

ministry, was later converted. For personal gain he could have made an appeal to his own 

authority by virtue of his kinship to Jesus. However, he understood the authority that was vested 

in the apostles, and so pointed to their authority as representatives of Christ’s gospel. 

 

Accordingly, we must strive to believe and experience what the apostles believed and 

experienced. The farther we get from their model, the farther we are removed from Jesus and the 

gospel. 


