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This is the last article in a series of five titled, “What Is Christianity?” There are many answers to 

this question, and the objective of the series has been to answer this question from an Apostolic 

perspective. These articles have answered the question appealing to logic, the authority of 

Scripture, and a preference for the Apostles’ teachings and practices. This final article will focus 

on history and personal experience as we again attempt to answer the question, What is 

Christianity? 

 

Although the modern Pentecostal movement is barely 100 years old, the Apostolic message of 

repentance, being baptized in Jesus’ name, receiving the Holy Spirit with the evidence of 

speaking with tongues, the Oneness of God, and a holy lifestyle is as old as Christianity. When 

parts of this message were suppressed by the politicization of the church, subordinated to 

philosophical understandings of God, and neglected in lieu of ecclesiastical traditions, many 

turned away from this message. However, this does not change the historical reality of the 

message. Furthermore, from the first century until now, there have been people who have 

espoused this message in one form another, although they have not always represented the 

majority nor had their views accurately represented by their opponents or historians. 

 

To put it differently, Apostolic believers can appeal to the historical record of the church, both in 



Acts and throughout history, to substantiate their doctrinal claims. Specifically concerning the 

Godhead, water baptism, and Spirit baptism, any believer who does not believe in the absolute 

numerical oneness of God, baptism by immersion in the name of Jesus Christ, or tongues as the 

initial evidence of Spirit baptism, must point to a post-biblical document, council, or tradition to 

mark the beginning of his doctrine. Accordingly, the apostolic doctrine as defined above has 

unbroken historical succession from the apostles until today. Other doctrines cannot claim this 

historical witness. It is not unbroken in the sense that it has always been prevalent, but is 

certainly can be traced throughout history to the Apostles. 

 

Our final appeal will be to personal experience. The Christianity proclaimed by Apostolics is 

one that can be experienced. This is not an arbitrary experience, but it is an experience that is 

consistent with the experience of the Apostles and the early church as recorded in the New 

Testament. Furthermore, it is an experience that truly transforms. More than a mere profession of 

faith, the new birth of water and Spirit is an experience that is an undeniable encounter with God. 

 

Many people have experiences, and many use those experiences to justify what they believe. For 

example, those who do not believe in receiving the Holy Spirit evidenced by speaking with 

tongues use their experience—or lack of experience—to substantiate their doctrine. Apostolic 

experience is fundamentally different for the reasons cited in the previous articles: it is logical, 

based on the authority of Scripture, and consistent with the Apostles’ teachings and practices. 

Any experience that deviates from this pattern is ill-founded and is not, in the purest sense, 

authentic Christianity. Any understanding of Christianity that does not have both doctrinal and 

experiential elements that can be found in the New Testament is a departure from the Apostles’ 



teaching. 

 As one man said:  

 “Lord, if I don't get what the apostles got 

 The way they got what they got, 

 Then I won't know that I got what they got. 

 But Lord, if I get what they got 

 The way they got what they got, 

 Then I'll know I got what they got.” 

 

 


