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Since the issue of Christianity and culture is an ancient issue, we have many valuable resources 

from which to glean. The Epistle of Diognetus and many of the early Christian writers addressed 

culture. Augustine’s City of God defended Christians to the Romans, equating the Christian 

community and way of life to the City of God. The Reformers often spoke of cultural matters 

including public morality and the roles of the church and state. The two distinguishing marks of 

the Anabaptists were believer’s baptism and separation of church and state. More recently, 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Cost of Discipleship (Chr. Kaiser Verlag, 1937) explores the cost of living 

out one’s faith in a hostile world where Christianity has become secularized. (Bonhoeffer was a 

German theologian. He wrote during the rise of the Nazi regime. Towards the end of World War 

II he was part of a plot to assassinate Adolph Hitler. The plot failed, and Bonhoeffer was 

imprisoned. He was eventually executed by a special order from Heinrich Himmler, at the 

concentration camp in Flossenburg on April 9, 1945, only a few days before the camp was 

liberated by the Allies.) H. Richard Niebuhr’s classic work, Christ & Culture (Harper & Row, 

1951), offers a systematic evaluation of Christian approaches to culture. There have been 

numerous responses to Niebuhr including D. A. Carson’s recent Christ & Culture Revisited 

(Eerdman’s, 2008). These are only a few of the more notable works. Additionally, given the 

particular influence of Christianity on the founding of the United States of America, resources on 

church and state, pluralism, religious/political ethics, and being Christian in the United States are 

voluminous, e.g., Richard John Neuhaus’s The Naked Public Square (Eerdmans, 1984) and 

American Babylon: Notes of a Christian Exile (Basic, 2009) along with D. A. Carson’s The 



Gagging of God: Christianity Confronts Pluralism (Zondervan, 1996). Additional books on 

culture include The World Is Flat by Thomas L. Friedman (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2005, 2007) 

and The Millennium Matrix by M. Rex Miller (Jossey-Bass, 2004). For the serious student there 

are the works of many theological ethicists who address issues of the church and culture (e.g., 

Stanley Hauerwas, John Howard Yoder, Reinhold Niebuhr [brother of H. Richard and 

collaborator with Dietrich Bonhoeffer], and others.) Of course, none of these writers are 

apostolic, so they must be read critically. 


